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Descriptive Summary 
 Creator: W. E. McCampbell and Bro. (Refugio, Tex.) 
 Title: W. E. McCampbell and Bro. (Refugio, Tex.) Records 
 Dates: 1867-1884 
 
Creator 
Abstract: 
W. E. McCampbell and Bro. was a general merchandise business 
established in Refugio, Texas, in 1867; a branch store opened in St. 
Mary's five years later. The firm was owned and operated by Tennessee 
natives and brothers William Edwin (1827-1880) and Thomas Powell 
(1840-1903) McCampbell. 
 
Content 
Abstract: 
The collection contains financial records, including account ledgers, day 
books, lists, and miscellaneous records. The earliest item is from a 
predecessor business, McCampbell and Lichtenstein. 
 Identification: Col 7597 
 Extent: 3.75 linear feet (3 oversize boxes) 
 Language: Materials are in English. 
 Repository: DRT Collection at Texas A&M University-San Antonio 
 
Historical Note 
William Edwin McCampbell was born in Knox County, Tennessee, on 1827 November 9, 
the son of James (1795-1867), a War of 1812 veteran, and Jane Cunningham Boyd 
McCampbell. William married Louisa Clementine Shetterly (1829-1905) in Knox County 
in 1852; the couple had four children. The McCampbell family moved to Texas in 1858. 
During the Civil War, William helped organize and served as a Captain in the 8th Texas 
Infantry. After the war, he became a businessman and rancher in Refugio, Texas. 
McCampbell died in Refugio on 1880 April 6 and was buried at Goliad’s Oakhill Cemetery. 
William’s brother Thomas Powell McCampbell was born in Knox County, Tennessee, on 
1840 April 11. He came to Texas with his family in 1858, but returned to Tennessee to 
continue his education. During the Civil War, McCampbell served in the 8th Tennessee 
Cavalry before being transferred to the 8th Texas Cavalry, known as Terry’s Texas 
Rangers. After the war, McCampbell returned to Tennessee before relocating to Texas 
around 1867. Settling near his family in southeast Texas, he became involved in a number 
of ranching and business enterprises and served as President of the First National Bank of 
Goliad, Director in the Aransas Pass Harbor Company, and Aransas County Judge. With his 
brother William and Pryor Lea, Thomas was involved in the Peninsula Company. He 
married Mary Elizabeth Gibson (1849-1920) in 1874; the couple had eight children. 
Thomas McCampbell died in Goliad in 1903 and, like his brother, was buried at Oakhill 
Cemetery. 
W. E. McCampbell and Bro. was established in Refugio in 1867 after William 
McCampbell’s first partner J. Lichtenstein withdrew from the business and McCampbell 
asked his younger brother Thomas to move from Tennessee. They opened another store in 
the town of St. Mary’s in 1872. Through their firm, the brothers worked as general 
merchants; wool, hide, and tallow exporters; and private bankers. The business maintained a 
caravan of ox-carts between St. Mary’s, Refugio, and Goliad, and its trade territory 
extended a hundred miles inland. Following William’s death in 1880, the Refugio store was 
purchased by James Power; upon his death six years later, the business was acquired by 
Philip Power, James’s administrator. Philip operated the store until 1889, when it was sold 
to Thomas C. Heard. The St. Mary’s store was initially run by Thomas McCampbell, who 
was later assisted by brothers James Wilson and John McKinney Coffin, associates from 
Tennessee. The Coffins eventually took over management of and purchased the St. Mary’s 
store. 
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Scope and Content Note 
The collection contains financial records, including account ledgers, day books, lists, and 
miscellaneous records. The earliest item is from a predecessor business, McCampbell and 
Lichtenstein. 
 
Restrictions 
Access Restrictions 
No restrictions. The collection is open for research. 
Usage Restrictions 
Please be advised that the library does not hold the copyright to most of the material in 
its archival collections. It is the responsibility of the researcher to secure those rights 
when needed. Permission to reproduce does not constitute permission to publish. The 
researcher assumes full responsibility for conforming to the laws of copyright, literary 
property rights, and libel. 
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Detailed Description of the Collection 
              
W. E. McCampbell and Bro. (Refugio, Tex.) Records, 1867-1884 
 
Box              
Oversize 
1 
  Cash sales notebook, McCampbell and Lichtenstein, 1867 
   Cash sales notebook, 1871-1874 
   Account ledger, 1876-1877 
   Daybook, 1877 
Box              
Oversize 
2 
  Account ledger, 1871 
Box              
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3 
  Daybook, 1876-1877 
   Account ledger, 1877 
   Lists of goods, 1879-1882 
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